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British Thematic Association
The Benefits of Membership

The British Thematic Association has always strived to provide its members with as many services which could be of use as is possible to make membership of the BTA as worthwhile as possible
· A Comprehensive Thematic Library

The BTA boasts a large and comprehensive library which holds a wide selection of books, pamphlets, monographs and articles relating to the widest possible range of thematic subjects. This stock is constantly being updated and expanded with lists of new acquisitions published in each edition of Themescene and a full listing available on request from the Librarian. Items can be borrowed by any member and may be taken out for reasonable periods of time. 
· A Diverse and Friendly Membership
Through the BTA, members can access the specialist thematic lists produced by the ATA as well as their other publications. There is an incredible range of these and they can be ordered through the BTA. But one has to be a member to access this very useful service. 

· Contact with Other  Members

The Membership Secretary can provide the contact details of other BTA members with similar collecting interests as yours upon request. This enables like minded collectors to exchange ideas, material and advice all of which can be of use to everyone, particularly a new collector.

· Help & Advice for Exhibitors & Collectors

The BTA is privileged to boast a diverse membership of new and experienced collectors, international gold medallists as well as basic level collectors. Indeed the BTA prides itself on being a society open to all collectors whatever stage they are at. What unites all members of the BTA is a pride and enjoyment of thematic philately and a passion to expand their knowledge and collections. Many members are willing to pass on their knowledge and offer help and advice to others, something that can be of tremendous benefit to a new collector or exhibitor. 
· A Varied Programme of Events & Meetings 

The BTA endeavourers to organise an exciting and diverse programme of meetings and events. Every year, two to three meetings are held in London and the provinces which include guest speakers, member’s displays and open discussion sessions. In addition thematic workshops are held regularly which offer expert advice on how to collect thematically, use catalogues and checklists, exhibit and interpret thematic competition rules. Our meetings are of interest to a broad range of collectors and are always friendly and relaxed occasions. The BTA has in recent years staged a display on the Village Green at Spring Stampex 2006 and hosted the prestigious international thematic exhibition Eurothema in November 2007. Both were unqualified successes. In addition, in March 2005, the BTA was honoured to be invited to display to the Royal Philatelic Society London. In total 24 members of the BTA displayed.
· A Superb Specialist Magazine
Themescene, the BTA’s quarterly publication, is a specialist thematic magazine. Not only does it provide a useful source of information on the activities of the BTA and what is happening in the wider hobby it also features superb thematic articles on a whole range of subjects. The magazine is free to all members and is very well produced.
The BTA is a friendly society open to ALL Thematic Collectors

