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British Thematic Association
Successful Thematic Workshop at Handforth
The BTA ran a Thematic Workshop in conjunction with the North Western Philatelic Federation (NWPF) at Handforth, Cheshire, on 12th September 2009.  This whole day event was attended by 25 people.  It was designed to show the fun side of thematic collecting and the pleasure that can be had by doing your own thing – collect what you like!
The day began with individual thematic displays of 9/12 pages by each of the attendees.   This produced a wide variety of subjects and an equally wide variety of material that was much enjoyed by all those present.   Several of the collectors asked questions about their displays or wanted advice on the direction their collection should take and these were fielded by John Hayward.

After coffee the guest speaker, Margaret Morris, gave a display with her usual Scottish humour entitled “Doing Time” which was all about “Time”, from calendars, days of the week, months and years, dates, longitude, clocks and timepieces etc.  She showed a vast array of thematic material that had taken many years to seek out and put together.   There were some fine rare items on display especially letters from the pre 1840 stamp period.

After a buffet lunch John Hayward spent the afternoon on the Thematic Workshop.   From his thematic motor-cycle collection he was able to show almost the whole range of philatelic material that is available for collection.   He stressed that what you collect is a matter for your own choice – there are no rules as to what you can and cannot collect, but adding something other than stamps creates just that added bit of interest to a collection.  He gave advice on starting a thematic collection, how to form a checklist and how to keep up with new issues.  For most of the philatelic material available he was able to suggest where it could be obtained.  

John showed stamps, miniature sheets, sheetlets, machine labels, stamps on cover, local and strike posts, cinderellas, bogus issues, handstamps, cancellations, cachets, perfins, metermarks, postal stationery of all kinds, booklets, airgraphs, telegrammes, artists’ proofs and drawings, postcards, private advertising envelopes etc.   He advised where a good number of these could be obtained and what literature existed about them including in the BTA Library.   A great deal of discussion was generated by his display with many questions being asked.   The most common questions were whether certain items were allowable in a thematic exhibit or not and although John provided advice on this he emphasised that the main purpose of the Workshop was about the fun of collecting and not about the rules of exhibiting.
It was obvious from the questions asked and discussion generated which went on well after the formal proceedings had ended that all present had thoroughly enjoyed themselves.   The NWPF felt this was one of the best days they have had in many a long year.   Our thanks are due to the NWPF and to Alan Randall Jones in particular for organising the accommodation for the day and the excellent refreshments and buffet lunch.
